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piece; they are very careful not to mention th< great ones." *    This, which is the best known anc most generally admired of Balzac's novels, is dedi cated by a strange irony of fate to Maria, whose identity has never been discovered; the only fad really known about her being her pathetic requesl to Balzac, that he would love her just for a year, and she would love him for all eternity.    She did not, however, have undisputed possession of even the short time she longed for, as Madame Hanska's all-conquering influence was in the ascendant; but, as Balzac was always discreet, perhaps poor Maria was not aware of this.
In the midst of the acclamations and congratulations on the appearance of "Eugenie Grandet," Balzac again left Paris, and went to Geneva, where he arrived on December 25th, 1838. He left for Paris on February 8th, having spent six weeks with the Hanski family. During this time a definite promise was made by Madame Hanska, that she would marry him if she became a widow. " Adoremus in aeternum " was their motto ; he was her humble" moujik," and she was his " predilecta, his love, his life, his only thought." f
Curiously enough, his occupation in Geneva, in the rapture of his newly-found happiness, was to write the "Duchesse de Langeais," by which he intended to revenge himself on Madame de Castries,
* ee Balzac, sa Vie et ses GEuvres d'apres aa Correspondance," by Madame L. Surville. t "Lettres a FEtrangere/'